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with the Mussulman Government, and the Russian
Czar had justly to apprehend the political action of
the priesthood sent from Constantinople throughout
his dominions. In applying himself to ward off this
danger was commenced that system of cajolery, and
framed that scheme of perfidy and corruption, which
in aftertimes succeeded in reversing upon Turkey
those very dangers. But the system has been worked
to excess and pushed beyond endurance, so that now
the wheel has completely gone round; and the
fourth century, at present completed, brings us back
exactly to the position of 1453, when the Churches
of Russia are supplied from Constantinople with
priests whose sympathies are with the Sultan and
against the Czar. This is one of the necessities
which force Russia into action, and which render
the destruction of the Ottoman Empire a condition
of her own existence.

The revolution to which I have referred affects
indeed but a most insignificant portion of the subjects
of Turkey, but circumstances of another kind have
alienated from Russia each of the other populations
professing the Greek faith. These I shall now pass
rapidly in review.

The creation of the official Church in Russia
might be conducive to the ends of internal despo-
tism, but that very despotism had itself its end in
foreign conquest. The official Church was therefore